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SLEEVE HOLDER 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates generally to wearing apparel. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to a sleeve holding device for garments such as shirts, jerseys and 
the like. 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] Players of certain sports, such as soccer and basketball, use sleeve holders to 
maintain the sleeves of a jersey, or like garment, in a rolled or gathered condition. The 
holders are received by the sleeves of the garment to hold the sleeves adjacent to the 
shoulders of a wearer. The sleeve holders give the wearer a sense of reduced encumbrance, 
which is desirable in a variety of sports. The securing of the garment sleeves adjacent the 
shoulders also increases exposure of the wearer's skin thereby promoting endurance during 
play in hot- weather conditions. 

[0003] The sleeve holder is received through either the neck opening of the garment or 
the associated arm opening. The opposite ends of the sleeve holder are then attached to each 
other such that the portion of the garment between the neck opening and associated arm 
opening, which includes the rolled or gathered sleeve, is encircled by the holder. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0004] According to the present invention, there is provided a device for holding a sleeve 
of a garment in a rolled or gathered condition adjacent a wearer's shoulder. The sleeve 
holding device includes an elongated body having opposite ends. The body includes a elastic 
core located within an interior defined by a cover. The elastic core has a relaxed length and a 
relatively longer stretched length in response to an applied tensile force. 
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[0005] The sleeve holding device includes first and second end attachment portions 
connected to the body portion. The end attachment portions are adapted for engagement with 
each other. The body cover defines a cross section that reduces in size between an 
intermediate part of the body and the opposite ends of the body. 

[0006] According to one embodiment of the invention, the cover is attached to the core 
adjacent the opposite ends of the body while the core is held at its stretched length such that 
the cover defines gathered portions when the core is released to its relaxed length. 

[0007] Preferably, the first and second end attachment portions support hook and loop 
portions of a hook and loop connector for releasable engagement between the end attachment 
portions. 

[0008] According to a preferred embodiment, the body cover is made from a length of 
fabric material having opposite side edge portions secured to each other define a closed cross 
section. Preferably, the secured edge portions of the fabric material are located within the 
interior defined by the cover. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0009] Figure 1 is a perspective illustration showing a sleeve holder according to the 
present invention secured to a garment to maintain a sleeve of the garment adjacent the 
wearer's shoulder. 

[0010] Figure 2 is a top plan view of the sleeve holder of Figure 1 with the opposite end 
portions separated from each other to define an opened condition for the sleeve holder. 

[0011] Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the sleeve holder of Figure 2. 

[0012] Figure 4 is a side elevation view of the sleeve holder of Figure 2. 

[0013] Figure 5 is a section view taken along the line 5-5 of Figure 4. 



8092-131 (187266) 



362947/GJB 



-3- 

[0014] Figure 6 is a side view of the sleeve holder of Figure 1 with the opposite end 
portions engaged with each other to define a closed condition for the sleeve holder. 

[0015] Figure 7 is a partial top plan view of the sleeve holder of Figure 1 with the body 
shown in an extended condition. 

[0016] Figure 8 is a side view of the sleeve holder of Figure 6 with the opposite end 
portions engaged with each other in an alternative orientation to define a closed condition.. 

Detailed Description of the Drawings 

[0017] Referring to the drawings where like numerals identify like elements, there is 
illustrated in Figure 1 a sleeve holder 10 according to the present invention secured to a shirt 
12 worn by a person 14. The sleeve holder 10 maintains a sleeve 16 of the shirt adjacent a 
shoulder 18 of the person 14. The shirt 12 shown in Figure 1 is a short-sleeved T-shirt. It 
should be understood, however, that the sleeve holder 10 could be used with other types of 
sleeved garments, such as sports jerseys for example, having short or long sleeves. 

[0018] The sleeve 16 of the shirt 12 is shown in Figure 1 in a rolled-up condition adjacent 
the shoulder 18. Alternatively, the sleeve holder 10 could be used to maintain the sleeve in a 
gathered, or bunched, condition adjacent the shoulder. As shown, the securing of the sleeve 
16 in this manner exposes the arm 20 of the person 14 in a similar fashion as a sleeveless 
shirt. This promotes freedom of movement for the person's arm 20, desirable for players of 
various sports. The increased exposure of the arm 20 also promotes increased endurance for 
playing of sports in hot- weather conditions. 

[0019] As will be described in greater detail, the sleeve holder 10 is adapted for 
removable attachment to a garment. The use of the removable sleeve holder 10 for 
maintained arm exposure, instead of removal of the sleeve, preserves the integrity of the 
garment for wearing of the sleeves in an unrolled condition at other times. This is desirable 
when the garment is a uniform worn by a member of a team of players, for example. 
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[0020] Referring to Figures 2-5, the sleeve holder 10 includes a central body portion 22 
and opposite end attachment portions 24, 26 connected to the body portion 22. The end 
attachment portions 24, 26 are shown in Figures 2-4 separated from each other. As described 
below in greater detail, the end attachment portions 24, 26 are adapted for engagement with 
each other to secure the sleeve holder 1 0 in a closed condition. 

[0021] As shown in the sectional view of Figure 5, the sleeve holder 10 is composite in 
construction having an internal core 28 enclosed by an outer cover 30. The outer cover 30 is 
preferably made from a fabric material. To form the cover 30, a piece of fabric material is 
secured along longitudinally extending side edge portions 29, 3 1 , preferably by a seam line of 
stitching (not shown), such that the piece of fabric defines a closed cross section in the nature 
of an elongated tube. The secured edge portions 29, 31 are located within an interior defined 
by the cover 30 by turning the fabric tube inside out. This serves to conceal the joined edge 
portions 29, 31 within an interior defined by the inverted fabric tube thereby promoting a 
clean appearance in the resulting exterior of the cover 30. 

[0022] The core 28 is made from an elastic material such that it will increase in length 
longitudinally from a relaxed length in response to an applied tensile load. As shown in 
Figures 2-4, the outer cover 30 defines gathered, or bunched, portions 32 of the fabric 
material. The gathered fabric portions 32 are formed by attaching the elastic core 28 to the 
cover 30 when the core 28 is held in a stretched condition. The cover 30 has a length that 
corresponds to a stretched length for the elastic core 28. The core 28 is attached to the cover 
30 adjacent the end attachment portions 24, 26. The core 28 and cover 30, however, are not 
attached between the end attachment portions 24, 26. As a result, the return of the elastic 
core 28 to its relaxed length following removal of the tensile load causes compression of the 
cover 30 resulting in the formation of the gathered portions 32. 

[0023] The composite construction of the sleeve holder body 22 is similar to that of hair 
bands marketed under the SCUNCI® trademark by L&N Sales and Marketing, Inc. and shown 
in Design Patent No. Des. 292,030. The extensible nature of the body 22 of sleeve holder 10 
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facilitates use of a given sleeve holder with differing garment types, such as long sleeved and 
short sleeved shirts, or with garments of the same type made from varying materials forming 
rolls of differing thickness. 

[0024] Referring again to Figures 2-4, attachment end portions 24, 26 of the sleeve holder 
10 respectively support hook and loop portions 34, 36 of a hook and loop connector. The 
hook and loop portions 34, 36 are secured to the end attachment portions 24, 26 by stitching 
or other means, such as an adhesive. Engagement between the hook and loop portions 24, 26 
provides for releasable connection between the end attachment portions 24, 26. In the opened 
condition of Figures 2 and 3, the sleeve holder 10 defines opposite top and bottom surfaces 
38, 40. As shown, the hook and loop portions 34, 36 of the hook and loop connector are 
respectively secured to the top and bottom surfaces 38, 40. 

[0025] Referring again to Figure 1, the sleeve holder 10 is received by the shirt 12, 
through the neck opening 42, or one of the opposite arm openings, such that a portion of the 
body 22 extends within the shirt 12 between the neck opening 42 and the rolled-up sleeve 16. 
The sleeve holder 10 is then returned upon itself in an overlying manner with a portion of the 
holder 10 within the shirt 12 and a portion of the holder without. Engagement of the hook 
and loop portions 34, 36 of the hook and loop connector defines a closed loop encircling the 
rolled-up sleeve 16. 

[0026] Referring to Figure 6, the sleeve holder 10 is shown removed from the shirt 12 in 
its closed condition defining a closed loop. As discussed above, the hook and loop portions 
34, 36 are respectively secured to opposite surfaces 38, 40 of the sleeve holder 10. In the 
closed condition shown in Figure 6, the end attachment portions 24, 26 are connected such 
that the end attachment portions form part of the closed loop defined by the sleeve holder 10. 
This configuration facilitates positioning of the connected end portions 24, 26 in a concealed 
location within the shirt 12 in the manner shown in Figure 1. 

[0027] Referring to Figure 7, a portion of the sleeve holder 10 of Figure 2 is shown in a 
stretched condition in which the compression of the outer cover 30, and the resulting 
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bunching thereof, has been eliminated. As shown, the cross section defined by the outer 
cover 30, as discussed above and shown in Figure 5, varies in size along the length of the 
outer cover 30. This may be accomplished by providing the piece of fabric forming the cover 

30 with a width that tapers along the length of the fabric such that the opposite side edges 29, 

3 1 taper towards each other between a central part of the fabric piece and its opposite ends. 
Securing of the edge portions 29, 3 1 as shown in Figure 5 results in the outer cover shown in 
Figure 7. 

[0028] Referring to Figure 8, an alternate closed condition for the sleeve holder 10 is 
shown. In the closed configuration of Figure 6, the connected end attachment portions 24, 26 
formed a part of the closed loop defined by the sleeve holder 10. In the alternate 
configuration shown in Figure 8, the opposite ends of the sleeve holder 10 have been rotated 
with respect to each other prior to connection between the end attachment portions 24, 26. 
Connection between the hook and loop portions 34, 36 results in the end attachment portions 
24, 26 being located outside of a substantially closed loop defined by the body portion 22. 
The sleeve holder 10 could be secured to the shirt 12 in the alternate configuration of Figure 8 
such that the connected end attachment portions 24, 26 are located adjacent the person's 
shoulder 18. Alternatively, the sleeve holder 10 could be secured to the shirt 12 such that the 
connected end attachment portions 24, 26 are located adjacent the neck opening 40 of the 
shirt 12 instead of the shoulder 18. 

[0029] The person 14 is shown in Figure 1 with only one of the sleeves 16 in a rolled-up 
condition to facilitate the description of the present invention. It should be understood that a 
pair of sleeve holders 10 would typically be used by a person to secure both sleeves 16 of the 
shirt 12 in a rolled-up condition. 

[0030] The foregoing describes the invention in terms of embodiments foreseen by the 
inventor for which an enabling description was available, notwithstanding that insubstantial 
modifications of the invention, not presently foreseen, may nonetheless represent equivalents 
thereto. 



